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1) Market Place  
It might be difficult make a 
level surface here, but the 
paving could be evened out as 
necessary for a safer surface. 
A canopy to shelter part of this 
would also provide a “visual 
clue” from Wendron 
Street/Meneage St. 
Provide designated disabled 
parking space/s 

View between Bowden’s and the 
Guildhall: 
i) Clear away fire escape (provide 

alternative within the building) 
ii) Perhaps relocate one of the K6 

phone boxes 
iii) New canopy to be glimpsed below 

– to add interest and tempt 
pedestrians down the steps 
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2) WC 
Basement of Bowden’s could be 
used for an accessible WC – level 
entrance off Drill Hall Yard a little 
way behind the entrance screen 
through a new opening in the wall 

Disabled 
parking 
 

Museum of Cornish Life (Drill Hall) 

Drill Hall Ope Drill Hall Yard 3 

3) Drill Hall Yard 
The surfaces of the yard area to be made 
as accessible as possible, with the gentle 
slope up the yard area retained for use 
as an events space.  Canopies to shelter 
parts of the space could provide covered 
areas accessible from the museum for 
events linked to it. The canopies could be 
in place for the seasonal weather and 
stored over winter. 

Listed retaining wall 
– to be repaired 
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Concrete blockwork to be removed and 
stepped access to Penrose road either 
made accessible – or covered over 
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4) Linking Embankment 
Gently rising access steps could be built set 
into the bank against the retaining wall. These 
could be constructed with each step made 
from a different sample of the wide range of 
Cornish building stones found throughout the 
county and historically so important to the 
Cornish economy. The area of the bank to the 
side of the new steps could be a location for 
future temporary project work. 

5) Wendron Street Car Park 
Existing access to the first floor of CAST 
should be retained here. The steps should 
be overhauled, with new local granite 
surfaces and well-designed handrails. 
Alternative access, for when CAST is closed 
needs to be considered and possible steps 
down from the Godolphin Club terrace level 
could provide this. 
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Notes 
 
Nominally 27no steps in three flights. Each step 
made from a different Cornish building stone, 
assembled in geologically chronological order 
from the earliest rock at the bottom to the 
youngest ones at the top. The dates and names 
of the geological eras for each section of steps 
could be carved into small blocks of stone set 
into the side of the retaining wall next to each 
section. The name of each building stone should 
also be recorded, perhaps by being letter-cut 
into the surface of the treads. 
 
We would need to source some 27 different 
building stones. Some are already available, but 
I see part of the project being the exploratory 
opening up of some of the so-called “Heritage 
Quarries” that have been identified by Cornwall 
Council. 
 
These might include: 
Pentewan 
Newnham Elvan 
Tremore Elvan 
Watergate Rhyolite  
Bodmin Moor Granite 
Carmenellis Granite 
Luxulyanite 
Kit Hill Granite 
Tregoning Hill Granite 
Lands End Granite 
Cataclews stone 
Polyphant (although may be too soft) 
Tintagel Greenstones 
Dean Quarry Greenstone 
Serpentine  
Sandrock 
Delabole slate 
Callywith slate 
 


